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Some nonsense

Some wrong thinking
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Limitations
« Cannot control fire size without other agency
« Guarantees a well ventilated fire
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Limitations

* Do not prevent smoke logging

» Cannot control fires in shielded fuel supplies
* Can increase CO concentration in smoke
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Controversy, especially from the respective
proponents/suppliers has raged for over 40
years

At one time this was so bad that each side
rubbished aby research undertaken by the other
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oltin

FM in large facility with partial draught curtains
NFPA in 1997

IFE attempt at a programme of tests in 1999 —
came to nothing due to costs
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during work on European Standards for
SHEVS and for Automatic Sprinkler systems

» None of current main guidance documents
discusses this interaction - ? Not seen as a
problem.
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Special group set up in a separate CEN TC
+ Agreement finally reached but entrenched
views by some still persist

« Each Standard has a clause recommending
care in design and an Informative Annex
covering its industry viewpoint.
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* Some increases, some reductions in number of
sprinkler heads operating

» Effect of SHEVS on sprinklers is less significant that
most other important parameters

9 WSA

to

* No restrictions on use of both with each operating
independently
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» The effects of ventilation on sprinkler operation
were secondary to factors like rate of fire
growth, the nominal operating temperature of
the sprinklers and, with rapidly growing fires,
the time constant of the sprinklers
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THUS

* As sprinklers and vents perform different
functions — both essential for safety of persons
and property — there is no real justification for
not having both and allowing both to open
independently
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* What are the fire engineering justifications for
‘no vents with sprinklers’ ?

« What are your views ?
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